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SEX RATIOS

AGE STRUCTURE

POPULATIONS

The ratio of male youth to female youth aged 15-34 will be 50.5: 49.5 by 2060. However,
it is also expected that future sex ratios may vary since scientific advancement will
enable people to alter their gender depending on their preference. 

Africa’s overall population is projected to grow two and half times more by 2060.

Youth in Africa will be 32.89% of the total African population by 2060.

In Africa, youth will increase from 407 million to 974 million i.e. 2.4 times by 2060. 

Youth will therefore be the majority in the continent, compared to each of the other
population categories i.e. children (0-14), mature adults (35-64) and the elderly (65+).

Eastern Africa will have most youth in the continent (35%) followed by Western Africa (34%),
then Central Africa (16%), Northern Africa (11%) and lastly Southern Africa, which will have
the least youth in the continent (3%).

Of all the youth segments, 15-19 year olds will still have the highest population by 2060
(of 269 million youth). However, the fastest growing segment will be 30 – 34 year olds,
who will grow by 2.65 times, from 82 million to 217 million youth.

The total population of youth in Central Africa will grow by 3 times, western Africa –
2.9 times, Eastern Africa – 2.5 times, Northern Africa – 1.4 times and Southern Africa – 
x1 between 2015 and 2060

This will increase Africa’s share of the global population to 29% or one third of the total
global population from 16% in 2015. This means that one in every 10 people in the globe,
3 will be African. 

North Africa is projected to be the only region that will have a female ration that is
slightly above that of young men. 
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AGE COMPOSITION

The share of children in Africa will be 29% of the population in 2060 compared to 41% in 2015

FERTILITY RATES
Africa’s fertility rates in Africa in 2015 were approximately 1.8 times more that the global
rate but by 2060, the rates will be 1.5 times less than the 2015 rates. 

Infant mortality is also projected to decline by 2.5 times in Africa from 50 per 1000 live
births in 2015 to 20 per 1000 live births in 2060. 

Western Africa will have the highest decline in infant mortality by 3 times in 2060. 

Northern Africa will have the least infant mortality deaths per every 1000 children born
(11/1000) while central Africa will have the highest number of infant mortality (27/1000)
by 2060

Central Africa, which had the highest fertility rates in 2015 is projected to half its fertility
rate by 2060. 

Southern Africans will have the least number of children per woman (1.89) while Western
Africa will have the most number of children per woman by 2060 (3.1)
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INFANT MORTALITY
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URBAN MIGRATION
Urban migration in Africa in 2015 was double the global average but by 2060, it will be
2.5 times more than the global average. 

Life expectancy in Africa will increase from 62.4 years in 2015 to reach 72.9 years in 2060 

Northern Africa and Eastern Africa are projected to have the highest life expectancies with
78.5 and 74.2 years while Western Africa is expected to have the least/shortest life
expectancy by 2060 (69.2 years) 

The highest change in urban population will be experienced in Eastern Africa.
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LIFE EXPECTANCY
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